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have been in May.     There were forty thousand isss.
Egyptian troops in the Soudan, and the Mahdi's
victory had made their position most precarious.
For the Mahdi claimed miraculous powers, he was
fighting for the true faith against the infidel, and
it  seemed as if Allah were visibly on his  side.
This impression was unfortunately strengthened by
another English officer, not less plucky and daring
than Hicks.    Colonel Valentine Baker, brother of Defeat of
the great  explorer,  Sir Samuel Baker, had been BakeerUne
entrusted by the Khedive with the task of drilling
and   training   an   Egyptian force   called  by the
French name of gendarmerie.     From them he
called for volunteers, and left Cairo for Suakim, NOV. 2*
which he relieved before Christmas, only to be
defeated   hopelessly   a   few   weeks   later   in   an IM>. 4, iss
attempt to relieve Tokar,    Indeed he was not so
much defeated  as routed,, for his Egyptians ran
away.

Meanwhile the Cabinet had come to a moment-
ous decision. Public opinion was stirred by the Gordon's
Egyptian problem, and a cry arose for Gordon,mission'
He, it was said, knew the Soudan, and would find
a way to release the garrisons. He could tame
the wild tribes, as Rarey had tamed horses, and
they would obey him without the application of
physical force. He could bring out the garrisons
without shedding a drop of blood. When a sober,
rational people like the English go mad, they go
very mad indeed. This "clearly supra-rational
faith in an elderly engineer," as a keen observer
called it at the time, is a case in point, though it
may in some degree be explained by the singular
nature of the man. Gordon had not always been
successful. He had failed with the Basutos in
1882, and quarrelled with the Cape Government
on the occasion. In China, and in the Soudan
itself, he had done what no one else could do, and